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Final Assessment on Study of

Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt

Questions on the Novel

•Minimum of one typed paragraph per question – leave questions on paper & type your response after each

•Minimum of 5 complete sentences per paragraph

•Make sure to include very specific reasons and examples from the story to support your own original opinion

•These are to be done individually – no collaboration, and no outside assistance

•Questions, for the most part, are in chronological order according to the novel

1. Q1:  What do you think about Angela & Malachy’s parenting skills and why?  Discuss them individually. I extremely dislike the parenting skills of both parents. The fact is that Malachy is an extreme alcoholic and spends all of his earned money on alcohol for himself. He almost NEVER brings home his wages to buy food for his family. The children seem ignorant about most well-known topics, but really the parents just haven’t taught the children. Angela doesn’t take a stand in providing for her family, she just complains about the fact that her husband Malachy spends all of the family’s money on alcohol; she never does anything about it. She could stop him, she could meet him at the pubs and before he walks in she could demand for the money. The children are starving and Malachy sees that 3 of his children have already died from starvation and related diseases yet he continues selfishness and buys liquor for himself, at the cost of the lives of his own children! Malachy’s embarrassment in begging worsens their conditions. Begging could save their lives; it could feed his children a few extra meals.  Yet he feels that begging is beneath him and he won’t do it. For example, for Christmas dinner, the family needed coal to heat up the water needed to boil the pig’s head. It was sickening to read that although there were scrap pieces of coal on the road where beggars would pick it up to use, Malachy wouldn’t do it. The kids ended up having to go out here and essentially look as beggars picking up the scrap coal, and embarrassed themselves breaking the heavy bag and ruining their complexion with the black coal in the process. Their parenting skills are sickening and saddening. Angela asks that they keep moving after the death of each child (in Ireland, and in the beginning after Margaret died they moved form America to Ireland) and this puts a strain on their economic status. As they move, their living conditions get worse (a bed full of fleas, then a house that floods during the winter, a house where the lavatory for the entire street is located right outside of their room, etc.).Malachy is selfish, and Angela stands back and doesn’t stand up for her children and their poor parenting skills eventually both lead to the death of many of their children 93 so far).
2. Q2 (ch1):  What do you think is wrong with baby Margaret and why?  What clues have there been that something is wrong with her? I think baby Margaret is dying from hunger or is near starvation. On page 34 Mrs.Leibowitz says “And your poor mother and her sick baby. Sick she is. Zat is one sick baby. I know from sick babies. I work in hozpital.  You boys so thin. Irish don’t eat.” This is a clue that baby Margaret is sick; the following night after this conversation between Mrs.Leibowitz and Frankie, Margaret gets sick (or is realized to be sick by Malachy). This foreshadowing of the conversation between them shows that she may be dying of hunger (“you boys so thin. Irish don’t eat”).  The clues on the night that they find she is sick is when Malachy says “Och, she is very quiet and she’s a wee bit cold.” When Angela sends Malachy to get the doctor (pg.35), we know that something is very wrong with baby Margaret.
3. Q3 (ch1):  What do you think of the letter Angela’s cousins wrote to Angela’s mother and why?  What do you think Frank McCourt thought of it?  What evidence do you have for your opinion? I think the letter that Philomena wrote to Angela’s mother was very cold and rude; instead of offering to take care of her family (Angela and her family) she decided to send her back to Ireland where she wouldn’t have to deal with them. Not only did she make this decision for them and Angela’s entire family, but she didn’t even provide the money for their trip back to Ireland! She asked her mother to send it! I think the letter was extremely selfish.  I think Frank McCourt feels like his mother’s cousins don’t care anything about him or his family, and that they just want to get ride of him. On page 45 it says “Delia says something has to be done about Angela and these children for they are a disgrace, so they are, enough to make you ashamed to be related.” I think this is why he feels that they don’t want him nor his family, because she says this, and this is why he thinks she is writing the letter; to get rid of them. 
4. Q4 (ch2):  What do you think about how Malachy’s and Angela’s families treat them when they arrive in Ireland & why?  How are they treated in the North by Malachy’s family members?  How are they treated in Limerick by Angela’s family members? Malachy’s family treats them as if they don’t care whether they are there or not. On page 49 it says “my aunts are not like Mrs. Leibowitz and Minnie MacAdorey, they nod their heads but they don’t hug us or smile”. This shows how cold they feel towards them and their children. They also don’t offer for them to stay in their house with them to live, and repeat that it is only temporary. This is not how I picture a family should treat other members of the family, especially as immediate as their daughter and her children. They also share that they feel that it would’ve been better if they had stayed in America (pg.50) grandma says “things are terrible in America. But they say Mr. Roosevelt is a good man and if you stayed you might have work by now”. She is showing that she wishes they weren’t there, and that she only paid for her fare back to Ireland because of the letter Philomena sent so that she wouldn’t have to be bothered in taking care of them. Angela’s mother is a little nicer and welcoming towards the family, she seems more religious and caring although not much more than Malachy’s family. Page 58 says “aunt Aggie complained when grandma told her Mam would have to sleep with her that night. Grandma said ‘oh, will you shut your gob.’” This shows how Angela’s sisters felt about their coming to Ireland, and shows that the grandmother had somewhat of a heart inside of her to offer what she could to Angela and her family when she could. 
5. Q5 (ch3):  What do you think of the “charity” the McCourts receive from the St. Vincent de Paul Society and Mrs. McGrath and why?  Do you see any parallels with modern charities or charitable organizations? I like that there is a charity organization such as the St. Vincent de Paul society. It shows that despite the great amount of poverty in Limerick, there are still giving people. Despite how much each doesn’t have, there is a place where those even less fortunate can go to get the things that they need. The only thing that frustrates me about it is that when the twins die, they get less from the Society. Which makes sense since the population of their family is less, but they could barely afford to live with that money. It upsets me though that Malachy’s alcoholism is the cause for his not working, and so they have to go to the Society and receive what other needier families with husbands that can’t physically work could be receiving. Modern organization in America that remind of this is Meals on Wheels (for food), Samaritan House, and Salvation Army that all give donated items to those less fortunate. A parallel to the doling out of money would be food stamps given by the government in that in essence it is money being given. 
6. Q6:  Discuss discipline in Leamy’s National School, which Frankie & Malachy now attend.  What do you think about how the school masters enforce discipline?  Have you ever attended a school that used corporal punishment?  What are the pro’s & con’s of corporal punishment? The Corporal punishment at Leamy’s National School shows exactly how many children for much time were taught especially in private Catholic schools. Discipline was tied with physical punishment, teaching the children to behave and learn so that they wouldn’t have to receive the corporal punishment. I don’t think its right, but I do think it was effective, especially for the time period. The underlying fear instilled in the children represented in this book especially, shows how effective it was, in that the children did their best to learn and understand the information so that they wouldn’t be physically punished and humiliated in front of his classmates. I have never attended a school that used corporal punishment, although my parents attended Catholic school and have told me many stories about how they worked hard to remember conjugations of Latin verbs and to understand math so that they wouldn’t have a reason to be punished. For them to do well in school was less academic and more so that they wouldn’t be punished, although it wasn’t extreme. 
7. Q7:  How is getting sick with typhus and going to hospital actually a good thing for Frankie?  Discuss several reasons.

8. Q8:  Discuss in detail Frankie’s complex feelings about his father.  How specifically do we know each of these opinions/feelings exists?  Give specific examples.

9. Q9:  Discuss some ways the narrative changes as Frankie gets older.  Whose point of view is the story told from?  What new awarenesses are developing as the story progresses?

10. Q10:  What is the significance of the final chapter of the book?
