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Putin's return and Washington's reset with Russia
Editor's Note: Andrew C. Kuchins is Director of the Russia and Eurasia Program and is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington D.C.
By Andrew Kuchins, Foreign Affairs
With last Saturday's announcement, we now know with virtual certainty that Vladimir Putin will be returning to the Kremlin in May as the next president of Russia. His groomed and subordinate sidekick, Dmitri Medvedev, will trade his position and become the next prime minister. The "tandem," as the arrangement was originally dubbed in 2008, will endure for the foreseeable future, perhaps even for more than a decade to come.

While this leadership change portends little for Russia - indeed, once again de jure power will be reunited with de facto power - one key area remains a question mark: relations with Washington. Remember back to Putin's second presidential term, from 2004 to 2008. His criticisms of the United States sharpened. He obstructed a number of U.S. foreign policy initiatives such as NATO enlargement and missile defense in Europe. And then things hit rock bottom in the fall of 2008 after the Russian invasion of Georgia, just after Medvedev became president.

Yet, virtually as soon as the Obama administration came to power the following January, relations between Washington and Moscow made an abrupt about-face. The Obama administration had several key incentives to "reset." First, Washington wanted Russian support in trying to curtail Iran's nuclear weapons program. Second, increasing the United States' military presence in Afghanistan would be ever more difficult without a friendly nod from the Kremlin. And third, Obama had made nuclear arms control a signature item on his foreign policy agenda. Moscow would have to be on board.

In the face of considerable skepticism in both capitals, Obama and Medvedev resuscitated the bilateral relationship. They worked together in the United Nations to pass the toughest sanctions ever on Iran. They reached agreement with Russia and other regional states to establish new transit corridors to supply troops in Afghanistan. And sitting together in Prague in April of 2010, they signed the so-called New START treaty, the most significant nuclear arms reduction agreement the world has seen in two decades.

But now Putin is returning to the presidency. Some are suggesting the strongman will play tough, scrapping the considerable progress that Medvedev has made. Yet, unlike the two previous Washington-Moscow honeymoons - the first in 1992, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, and in 2002, immediately following 9/11, both of which quickly ended in mutual disappointment - the current warming trend will be more sustainable. To put it most simply: With a rising China, falling oil prices, and a need for partnerships abroad, Putin can no longer go it alone.

Long before the financial crisis, a mainstream view prevailed in Russia that the United States was in economic decline. The wars in Iran and Afghanistan were sapping U.S. power. Putin often made it a point of underscoring such arguments, while at the same time pleading his case that Russia was ascending alongside the other fast-growing BRIC countries. A truly new multipolar world was emerging. Or so the thinking went.

The dramatic impact of the global financial crisis not only took a toll on the United States, however. It struck a blow to Russia as well, proving exactly how vulnerable the Russian economic growth miracle of the previous decade had been. Of all the members of the G-20, the Russian economy was the hardest hit. The change in GDP from growth to shrinkage amounted to 15 percent in just one year. The sobering event led to renewed interest on the part of the Medvedev administration and much of Russia's political-economic elites to integrate more deeply with the West to insure Russia's modernization.

As China came out a relative winner, Russian elites began to acknowledge openly that the changing global balance of economic and political power may not, as some had argued, be shifting to their favor. After years of obsessing about the dangers of U.S. power and unilateralism, Moscow seems to have a new bogeyman. The Kremlin is now increasingly concerned about the rapid rise of China and its growing influence in Siberia, the Far East, Central Asia, and the Caspian - what Medvedev coined three years ago as Russia's "zone of privileged interests."

So Putin returns to the presidency to find a changed world. Back in the early 2000s, he displayed natural political instincts in positioning himself as a leader promising to bring stability, predictability, and greater prosperity to the Russian people. Indeed, they responded. But now the domestic policy challenges are different. Stability, predictability, and greater prosperity are taken for granted. Russians are far wealthier today, with a per capita GDP of close to $20,000 (it was just about $2,000 in 1999). Instead, demands for better social services, better governance, and less corruption are growing. There is a natural tendency, as modernization theory argues, that as a nation's per capita GDP grows beyond a level of $10,000, citizens demand greater government openness and accountability. Increasingly, at least at the elite level, Russians want more pluralistic, if not democratic, governance. This has been anything but Putin's priority in the past; he may have to reconsider his stance now.

Putin will also face a potentially disastrous fiscal situation. This danger may well be at the heart of why the long-serving and very successful minister of finance, Alexis Kudrin, is now unemployed. Through a series of populist measures over the past few years, the Russian federal budget has ballooned to the point that, to ensure adequate revenue to fund government programs, Moscow needs oil to cost nearly $125 a barrel. Today's price is about $80, and the world economy is dangerously close to another long recession that could drive the price considerably lower for a lengthy period. National expenditures are going to have to be reigned in. Kudrin, a liberal reformer from St. Petersburg, has always been a stalwart supporter of fiscal restraint. Putin may have been able to drive him out, but he will not be able to strong-arm the balance sheet as economic realities get even tougher.

So both the shifting balance of power in the world, as well as the current domestic challenges, would seem to push Russia in the direction of more amenable and accommodating policies toward the United States and the West. During Putin's first two terms, he was the beneficiary of growing oil production, then rising oil prices, and soft monetary policies that kept world markets afloat in cash. Putin could afford to act tough, aggresively exploit energy assets, crack down on uppity businessmen, and squash democracy advocates with virtual impunity.

But as former Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin said in an April 2009 speech in Washington, those felicitous circumstances that powered the Russian recovery before the financial crisis are not likely to reoccur in the near future, if ever. The Russian economy will have to rely on new engines of growth, which will require the Kremlin to return to a structural economic reform agenda and make extra efforts to improve Russia's investment climate. Back in 2006, a title such as "Vladimir the Lucky" was apt enough, considering the favorable external climate Putin enjoyed as Russia's president. Come 2012, however, he will need a lot more than luck to grow Russia's power and influence.

The views expressed in this article are solely those of Andrew Kuchins.
Source: http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/09/30/putins-return-and-washingtons-reset-with-russia/?iref=allsearch
Summary:
Vladimir Putin will be returning to the presidency of Russia. Dmitri Medvedev; the current Russian president, will trade his position and become the next prime minister.  When Putin was president previously, he down-talked the US in things such as NATO enlargement and missile defense in Europe. During Medvedev’s presidency, 

Obama had made nuclear arms control a key issue in foreign policy. Russia had to be ‘on the same page’ as the US, and both Medvedev and Obama worked together within the UN to pass sanctions on Iran regarding this. They reached agreement with Russia and other countries to establish new transit corridors to supply troops in Afghanistan. They also signed the New START treaty, the most significant nuclear arms reduction agreement in 2 decades. With a successful ‘bonding’ relationship between Russia and the US during Medvedev’s presidency, Putin must keep up the diplomacy and ‘friendship’ with the US. With China rising into power, falling oil prices (hurting Russia’s economy) and a need for partnerships across the seas, Putin must continue good ties with the US. 
With the global financial crisis proving the vulnerability of the Russian economy, this relationship is needed even more. With the change in GDP from growth to shrinkage, Medvedev realized that ties with the west were needed to be upheld in order to ensure Russia’s modernization with the rest of the world. Putin needs to uphold these relations with the US/the west to ensure that they do not fall off of the economic ladder. The source being CNN is credible, but biased leaning towards US eyes and ears. It is possible that Russians have a different view on what Putin needs to do about relations with the US in his upcoming presidency. 

National Article: 
05:34 PM ET Sept.29th, 2011

CNN, Arizona Republican Party to Present Presidential Primary Debate
As the race for the Republican nomination intensifies, CNN and the Arizona Republican Party announced today they will co-host a debate among the 2012 Republican presidential candidates in this key Western state on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2011.
“Arizona is a key state that will play a pivotal role in helping Republicans choose their presidential nominee,” said Sam Feist, CNN Washington bureau chief and senior vice president. “CNN is honored to provide voters in Arizona and around the country an opportunity to hear the GOP candidates present their vision for the future.”
“I’ve been in politics a long time, but I can’t remember a more critical election than this,” said Arizona Governor Jan Brewer. “When it comes to some of the hallmark issues facing our country – whether illegal immigration, the housing crisis or the ongoing power struggle between the states and federal government – Arizona is at the forefront. These are national issues, certainly. But Arizonans live and breathe them. So, I’m thrilled that the Arizona Republican Party and CNN have reached agreement on a debate, and optimistic that when the candidates come to Arizona, they’ll meet our voters and offer meaningful solutions to the problems facing our state and nation.”
As previously announced, CNN and the Western Republican Leadership Conference will present a debate on Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2011 in Las Vegas, Nevada. These presidential debates are in addition to two separate Republican primary debates hosted by CNN earlier this year, with Hearst Television’s WMUR and the New Hampshire Union Leader in June 2011 and the Tea Party Express in September 2011.
CNN Worldwide, a division of Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., a Time Warner Company, is the most trusted source for news and information. Its reach extends to nine cable and satellite television networks; one private place-based network; two radio networks; wireless devices around the world; CNN Digital Network, the No. 1 network of news Web sites in the United States; CNN Newsource, the world’s most extensively syndicated news service; and strategic international partnerships within both television and the digital media.
Source: http://cnnpressroom.blogs.cnn.com/2011/09/29/cnn-arizona-republican-party-to-present-presidential-primary-debate/?iref=allsearch
Summary: 
CNN and the Arizona Republican Party announced on September 29th that they will co-host a debate among the 2012 Republican presidential candidates in Arizona on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2011. Because of the biggest issues facing our country-illegal immigration, housing crisis, power struggle between states and the federal government-and its immediate impact on Arizona (being on the border and having to rapidly adapt to change), this presidential is extremely important. It will allow America as well as Arizonians review the views of each republican candidate, and will help determine the republican candidate for election. This is a pivotal election, and so this debate is extremely important, especially concerning our nations issues. Once again, CNN is a credible source, and concerning our national government, its bias is to the benefit of the citizens, so that we may see these political situations in the light of what the rest of America is feeling/seeing them as. 

Local Article: 
By Julian Walker
The Virginian-Pilot
© September 26, 2011

RICHMOND

Without much fanfare, Gov. Bob McDonnell's administration is pursuing a plan to reduce out-of-wedlock births, reunite unwed fathers with their children and encourage marriage as it looks at ways to shrink dependence on social welfare programs. As out-of-wedlock births rise and marriage rates fall in Virginia, statistics show children in fractured families are more likely to live in poverty, and thus require government aid. Yet some advocates are concerned about the approach being taken by officials spearheading the still evolving program, dubbed the Strengthening Families Initiative. That included the award of a $736,000 no-bid contract to Hampton University; state officials have rescinded the contract and now plan to open it for public bidding. The new initiative is likely to be discussed today and Tuesday at a joint state-federal family conference in Richmond. Administration officials say that the program is not yet fully developed. While they have created a set of guiding principles, available atwww.dss.state.va.us/about/sfi/, they have yet to set out what specific actions they plan to take. What's clear so far is that officials envision a system in which government agencies refer benefit recipients to family stability services provided by community and faith-based organizations and businesses. Local governments that work toward program goals may receive additional state grant funding. Chris Spanos, who represents the Virginia League of Social Service Executives, said officials who will administer the initiative have concerns about how it will be financed and are awaiting guidance on how it will function. The shift comes as the economy is stalled between recession and recovery, a climate that coincides with growing poverty. Newly released U.S. census figures from 2010 show that more than 11 percent of Virginians were below the federal poverty line, with an even greater proportion of children in that category, according to the Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal Analysis. In Hampton Roads, more than 173,000 were living below the poverty threshold last year. Many of them could qualify for public aid. Historically, it's been easier for single mothers to qualify for aid than for two-parent homes. "We have been involved ... in maybe the unintentional destruction of family," said Martin Brown, commissioner of the Virginia Department of Social Services, which is leading the initiative. "And so we can be involved in the encouragement and support of families if they choose to receive the kind of services that they need to have strong and stable families." Virginia's focus on fortifying families runs parallel to federal marriage and fatherhood initiatives that began with President George W. Bush and continue under the Obama administration. Federally supported research of their effectiveness in building stronger families shows mixed results. Yet other research suggests stronger families benefit government, said Bradford Wilcox, director of the National Marriage Project at the University of Virginia. When families fail, he added, "the state has to pick up the pieces, both in terms of spending more money and expanding more services." Other reactions to the initiative are divided along ideological lines. Virginia Family Foundation President Victoria Cobb argues that the state has a "fundamental interest in marriage" as it develops policy addressing poverty. "I don't question the premise," said John Morgan, executive director of Voices for Virginia's Children, but "some people are nervous about the ideology behind this." One of them is gay rights advocate Claire Guthrie Gastanaga, who said the administration should focus on stabilizing families rather than "promoting one definition" of a traditional family as a means to achieve an agenda. When asked how gay parents seeking public services will be treated under the initiative, Brown said officials are bound by federal and state laws defining marriage as a union between a man and a woman. But he insisted the department's goal is be inclusive as it develops a plan to assist Virginia children in divided families. "We're just trying to help people, and particularly children, to not get in poverty and families not to fall into a cycle of dependence but hopefully a lifestyle of independence and self-sufficiency," he said.

Pilot data editor Meghan Hoyer contributed to this report.
Source: http://hamptonroads.com/2011/09/governors-plan-aims-solidify-families-cut-poverty
Summary:

Gov. Bob McDonnell's is pursuing a plan to reduce out-of-wedlock births, reunite unwed fathers with their children and encourage marriage, to shrink dependence on social welfare programs. As out-of-wedlock births rise and marriage rates fall in Virginia, statistics show children in fractured families are more likely to live in poverty, and thus require government aid. More than 11 percent of Virginians were below the federal poverty line. In Hampton Roads, more than 173,000 were living below the poverty line last year. Many of them could qualify for public aid. Historically, it's been easier for single mothers to qualify for aid than for two-parent homes. The Governor as well as Martin Brown, Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Social Services, view this as an indirect encouragement of the destruction of family [unintentional]. He believes that 
 “We can be involved in the encouragement and support of families if they choose to receive the kind of services that they need to have strong and stable families." When families fail, the state has to pick up the pieces, both in terms of spending more money and expanding more services. Officials envision a system in which government agencies refer benefit recipients to family stability services (provided by community and faith-based organizations and businesses). Local governments that work toward program goals may receive additional state grant funding as well. This source (The Virginian Pilot) is a good source for local information. It isn’t too biased, it just states the facts of the local government (at least, in this article). 
WEEK TWO
International Article:
Officials: Cabinet for emerging Libyan government finalized

From Mohamed Fadel Fahmy, for CNN

updated 7:09 AM EST, Mon October 3, 2011

Tripoli, Libya (CNN) -- A slate of Cabinet ministers for Libya's emerging government was finalized Sunday, two spokesmen for the National Transitional Council said.

The names of those in the new Cabinet are expected to be released soon, said the spokesmen, who declined to be named.

The transitional council has organized the military and political movement to unseat Libya's long-time ruler Moammar Gadhafi. It moved its capital from Benghazi to Tripoli last month, after anti-Gadhafi forces took over the city, and is recognized as Libya's legitimate government by many nations and world bodies, including the United Nations and African Union.

In that time -- and as fighting continues against regime loyalists in a few locales -- council representatives have spoken for the government internationally and also tried to execute certain functions within Libya. But up until now, the group has not had ministers formally charged with overseeing certain aspects of government.

One of those places that remains a battle zone, in addition to Bani Walid and Sabha, is Sirte.

Last week, the transitional council said that the central coastal city and about 5,000 pro-Gadhafi loyalists inside were surrounded by its forces. On Saturday, the group's chairman Mustafa Abdul Jalil gave civilians 48 hours to leave before a full-scale offensive is launched.

Souad Masoudi, a spokeswoman for the International Committee of Red Cross, earlier this weekend claimed that about 10,000 people had fled Sirte. The group described humanitarian conditions inside the besieged city as dire, adding that medical supplies appeared to be in dangerously short supply.

On Sunday -- after having earlier efforts, by boat, aborted due to "the security situation" -- a Red Cross team entered Sirte by land from the west, the group said in a press release. They met with civil representatives who claimed dangerous shortages of drinking water, hygiene items and food, including for infants.

The team also went to Ibn Sina hospital, with the operation's leader Hichem Khadraoui describing the conditions for medical personnel as "extremely difficult."

There, they delivered enough surgical material -- including body bags and dressing kits -- to treat about 200 wounded people, as well as 400 liters (about 106 gallons) of fuel for the facility's generator.

"The hospital is facing a huge influx of patients, medical supplies are running out, and there is a desperate need for oxygen," Khadraoui said. "On top of that, the water reservoir is damaged."
Source: http://www.cnn.com/2011/10/02/world/africa/libya-war/index.html?hpt=wo_c2
Summary:
“The transitional council has unseated Libya's long-time ruler Moammar Gadhafi. It moved its capital from Benghazi to Tripoli last month, after anti-Gadhafi forces took over the city, and is recognized as Libya's legitimate government by many nations and world bodies, including the United Nations and African Union.” Battle zones that still remain include Bani Walid, and Sabha Sirte. Last week, the council said that about 5,000 Gadhafi loyalists surrounded the city. On Saturday, the group’s chairman (Mustafa Abdul Jalil) gave civilians 48 hours to evacuate before having to face a full-scale-launched offensive. A spokeswoman for the Red Cross said that about 100,000 people had evacuated from Sirte. Humanitarian conditions inside were described with shortages of drinking water, and hygiene items, as well as food (including for babies).  This event is extremely important in rebuilding Libya, and is important in the political-humanitarian effort of the US in helping Libyan civilians. The source being CNN, is credible and because this article focused slightly less on politics, it honed in on the facts of the humanitarian discomfort of the civilians in Libya-that being the primary issue in this article (as affected by the switch-up in government in Libya).
National Article: 

5 GOP candidates agree to Univision boycott over ethics allegationBy the CNN Political Unit

updated 11:41 AM EST, Wed October 5, 2011

(CNN) -- Five Republican presidential candidates are boycotting a proposed Univision debate because of what they say were unethical reporting practices by the Spanish-language network in how it handled a story concerning Republican Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida. Univision Tuesday denied allegations that it told Rubio it might not broadcast a story about his brother-in-law's 24-year-old drug conviction if the freshman senator appeared on "Al Punto," one of the network's news programs. Univision has called the allegations "absurd" and says its July story of the drug bust was reported fairly and accurately. "With respect to Sen. Rubio, Univision covered the issue in the same objective and impartial manner in which we cover all important news," Isaac Lee, president of Univision news, said in a written statement. "Univision did not offer to soften or ignore the report about an anti-drug raid that involved the family of Sen. Rubio. We would never make such an offer with any protagonist in a news report and we did not make an offer in this case." Rubio, the former Florida House speaker, is a freshman senator and a star among Republicans, who talk about him as a possible running mate on the GOP ticket next year. Univision has tried for quite some time to have him as a guest on its network news programs, where he would likely face tough questions about his stance on immigration reform. The Miami Herald was the first news organization to report the story. It said it obtained its information from various sources, including some from within Univision. A spokesman from Rubio's office said that "The Miami Herald's article is accurate. Univision employees themselves were the first to come forward with this account, and we confirmed it." The allegations against Univision prompted three Hispanic GOP leaders in Florida to call for the GOP presidential candidates to boycott Univision's proposed debate in late January in the Sunshine state, just before Florida holds its presidential primary. The candidates who have agreed to boycott the debate are former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, Texas Gov. Rick Perry, former Utah Gov. Jon Huntsman, businessman and former Godfather's Pizza CEO Herman Cain, and Rep. Michele Bachmann of Minnesota. Univision was proposing to hold a debate on January 29, two days before Florida Republicans' presidential primary. CNN and the Republican Party of Florida are hosting a presidential debate in the days before the primary, and NBC and Telemundo, another Spanish-language network, also are planning to host on a debate in Florida around the same time.

CNN's Paul Steinhauser and Robert Lenz contributed to this report.

Source:  http://www.cnn.com/2011/10/05/politics/gop-candidates-univision/index.html 

Summary:

Univision was proposing to hold a debate on January 29, two days before Florida Republicans' presidential primary. But, this debate is being boycotted for what was said to be unethical reporting practices in how it handled a story involving Republican senator Marco Rubio (of Florida). A quote from Univison was: "Univision did not offer to soften or ignore the report about an anti-drug raid that involved the family of Sen. Rubio. We would never make such an offer with any protagonist in a news report and we did not make an offer in this case." The allegations against Univision caused 3 Hispanic GOP leaders in Florida to call for the presidential candidates to boycott Univision's desired debate in late January, just before Florida holds its presidential primary. The candidates who have agreed to boycott the debate are former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, Texas Governor Rick Perry, former Utah Governor Jon Huntsman, CEO Herman Cain, and Representative Michele Bachmann of Minnesota. CNN and the Republican Party of Florida are hosting a presidential debate before the primary, and NBC and Telemundo also are planning to host a debate in Florida around the same time.

Local Article: 

School in Norfolk helps French kids keep up studies

By Steven G. Vegh
The Virginian-Pilot
© October 9, 2011

Sylvie Autellet lives in Virginia Beach, but she's enrolled her two teenagers at Norfolk's Granby High to be part of something no other Hampton Roads division offers: a French-American school.

Hosted by the Norfolk division but independently run, the French-American School of Norfolk debuted this year. It follows the French national education curriculum and caters to families of French military personnel stationed at the NATO headquarters in Norfolk. Students attend regular public school classes during the day but stay afterward for instruction, in French, by teachers from France. The French defense ministry covers all expenses.

"It's a little France," said Autellet, whose husband, Eric, is a French air force colonel serving NATO. The Francophone classes are held at Granby, Northside Middle and Crossroads Elementary. Apart from a couple of French Impressionist paintings on the wall, the French school's Granby High classroom is unremarkable. But not the students' daily schedule. After Granby dismisses at 2 p.m., they put in two hours of French studies, except on Mondays, when they don't leave before 6 p.m. That could be why Constance Tuset-Anres, 15, says she has too much work. Still, the Parisian teen prefers being here with her family over her other option: staying in France at boarding school. The French-American school also provides a welcome opportunity to be with other French-speakers, she said. For Norfolk, hosting the school costs nothing and gives the estimated 100 French military families in the area an incentive to enroll their children in the division, Assistant Superintendent for Academics Christine Harris said. Norfolk leaders and a group that represents the families forged the school arrangement in the spring.

Having French classmates exposes Norfolk students to another culture and eventually some American students might want to enroll in the school as well, she said.

For the NATO families, the new school is a godsend, Autellet said. French military families are posted here for three-year stints, then return to France, where American school credits don't qualify children for a high school diploma. Until now, the French families laboriously tutored their children according to France's curriculum, using Internet and self-study materials to teach math, history and other subjects.

"I can tell you, it's not very easy to do that every weekend," Autellet said. "We are parents, not teachers."

The new school will make Norfolk more attractive for French families who may fear that accepting the deployment could handicap their children's education later, she said. The French school's four teachers include Kim Vo Hoang, a Parisian who taught previously at French schools in Qatar and Uzbekistan. She teaches pre-K through second grade and also is director of the school, which has 37 students. All but about five students live in Norfolk. The teachers take a one-room-schoolhouse approach. Fred Nortes, for example, has 10 students in his high school section, spread across different grade levels. To meet their needs, he teaches five different math and science courses, each of which may be pertinent to only a few of the students or even a single teen. As a result, students get highly individualized instruction, but they must also be able to work independently when Nortes is focused on other classmates.

"This is something maybe hard for them to know: the autonomy of learning," Nortes said. Nortes' students include Autellet's children, Alexandre, 16, and Caroline, 15. Both attended First Colonial High in Virginia Beach last year. While he doesn't enjoy his double load of American and French schoolwork, Alexandre said it's better than returning to France and having to catch up in school.

He said that compared with France, schools in America feel more like communities, with sports and clubs cementing student affinity. "In France, you just go to school and then you leave." What's strangest to him about American schools? "Multiple-choice quizzes and tests," Alexandre said. French schools, including the one in Norfolk, require students to explain in writing each answer they give on tests.

Yet Alexandre's become so familiar with American ways of schooling that he's not sure whether he'll choose to attend university in France or the United States.

He's not sure his mother would vote for the latter. "I don't know if she'd really want me to," Alexandre said, "because then I would stay here, and they'd go back to France."

Steven G. Vegh, (757) 446-2417, steven.vegh@pilotonline.com
Source: http://hamptonroads.com/2011/10/school-norfolk-helps-french-kids-keep-studies
Summary: 
Norfolk's Granby High in Norfolk offers a French-American schooling system.  Hosted by the Norfolk division but independently run (almost like GSWLA at Tallwood), the French-American School of Norfolk opened this year. It follows the French national education curriculum and is for families of French military personnel stationed at the NATO headquarters in Norfolk. Students go to regular public school classes during the day but stay afterward at the French school for instruction, in French, by teachers from France. The French defense ministry covers all expenses. The classes are held at Granby, Northside Middle and Crossroads Elementary. After Granby dismisses at 2 p.m., they put in two hours of French studies, except on Mondays, when they don't leave before 6 p.m. this school gives about 100 French military families in the area an incentive to register their children in the Norfolk school system. Having French classmates exposes Norfolk students to another culture and eventually maybe some American students will enroll in the school too. This is wonderful because when French families are stationed over in the US, and the children have to learn in the American school systems, the American credits don’t transfer over/qualify the children for a high school diploma in France. This school makes Norfolk more attractive for French families who may fear that accepting the deployment could hinder their children’s learning process later on. A student said that compared with France, schools in America feel more like communities, with sports and clubs. He said "In France, you just go to school and then you leave." French schools, including the one in Norfolk, require students to explain in writing each answer they give on tests. This is wonderful for the government because it gives an incentive/a nice addition/reason for French families to want to be stationed in the U.S. this strengthens our ties with the country and shows that we are willing to work to cater to their needs, including the needs of the little ones in their families. 
WEEK THREE
International Article:

Miles de ‘indignados’ protestan en Madrid y Barcelona

Reuters – sáb, 15 oct 2011
MADRID (Reuters) - Miles de personas se manifestaron el sábado por la tarde en Madrid y Barcelona, las dos ciudades que lideraron en España la jornada global de protesta del 15-O bajo el lema "Unidos por un cambio global", en contra de las medidas de austeridad por la codicia y mala gestión de banqueros y políticos. En Madrid, una gran multitud se concentró en la emblemática Puerta del Sol, donde hace cinco meses se engendró el movimiento 15-M reclamando más democracia real para los ciudadanos y el fin de la corrupción política y financiera. "Por qué hay que ayudar a unos y no a otros. No me parece justo que a unos se les quita la casa porque no pueden pagar y luego estamos dando millones y millones a la banca por razones que no están tan claras", dijo Fabia, 44 años y trabajadora de telecomunicaciones, a Reuters. En un ambiente festivo, con charangas, megáfonos, sillitas de niños y numerosos carteles y eslóganes de toda índole, los ciudadanos madrileños coreaban "Que no, que no, que no nos representan" o "Este es el camino, no el capitalismo". Pancartas como "Basta de paliativos, eutanasia a la banca" hacían referencia a uno de los principales motivos de la convocatoria mundial de protesta: el enriquecimiento de unos pocos a expensas de la penuria de una gran mayoría que está sufriendo los fuertes recortes de los servicios públicos y el alto desempleo. En España hay cinco millones de parados, más de un 20% de la población, el índice más alto de la Unión Europea. Los trenes de cercanías de la capital se llenaron de pasajeros en una inusual tarde de sábado con destino a la manifestación. Familias con niños, jóvenes, desempleados, funcionarios afectados por los recortes, entre otros, participaron con camisetas alusivas, desde las de 'Jóvenes sin futuro' a muchas camisetas verdes en defensa de la educación pública, un sector que está sufriendo importantes recortes particularmente en la Comunidad de Madrid. "No podemos a la vez apretarnos el cinturón y bajarnos los pantalones", se leía en una pancarta en la abarrotada Puerta del Sol madrileña, donde al término de la manifestación se celebró una asamblea. Furgones policiales hacían guardia frente a la sede la Comunidad de Madrid, tras una barrera protectora, en una noche tranquila que transcurría sin incidentes. En Barcelona, los manifestantes se congregaron en la Plaza de Cataluña con el lema "de la indignación a la acción". La manifestación, a la que según medios asistieron unas 140.000 personas, fue pacífica como la mayoría de las celebradas en España, donde se habían convocado actos por el 15-O en 60 ciudades. Las protestas, alentadas también por el reciente movimiento Ocuppy Wall Street, prendieron por todo el mundo, con marchas en más de mil ciudades en un centenar de países, la mayoría de ellas pacíficas excepto en Roma, donde se produjeron actos de violencia por parte de enfurecidos manifestantes.

Website: http://es.noticias.yahoo.com/miles-indignados-se-movilizan-en-madrid-el-15-162015144.html 

Summary:

In Madrid Spain, thousands of people led protests against the Capitalist government of Spain. Just as Citizens of the U.S have been leading protests across Wall street, Madrid citizens are also protesting what has been occurring in their country as of late. The protesters stood at the center of Madrid holding signs saying “este es el camino, no el capitalismo” (this is the way, not capitalism!). In Spain, there are 5 million unemployed. This is more than 20% of the entire population. The children of the parents protesting were seen wearing green shirts stating “jovenes sin futuro” meaning “youth without a future”. These shirts represented the way the parents felt about the government cutting the budget of public education to pay its debts. The education system is suffering a lot in Spain because of this. In all, the government of Spain is not pleasing its people. They are on the verge of a revolution wanting to overthrow their capitalist government; because it just isn’t working for them. Considering the source, this news is accurate and factual. A small amount of bias is leaked into the reporting of the article, and it has virtually no effect on the reading of it by the reader and his/her stance on the topic.  

National Article: 

You say you want a revolution? Run for office 

By Paul Sracic, Special to CNN

updated 2:58 PM EST, Sat October 8, 2011

(CNN) -- Zuccotti Park is not Tahrir Square, because the United States is not Egypt.

In case this is not obvious to those camping out near Wall Street and in various other cities around the country, consider the following: In about 13 months, all 435 members of the House of Representatives must stand for election. In addition, 33 Senate seats and residency at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue will be up for grabs. And this is just at the federal level. So if the "Occupy Wall Street" crowd wants to peacefully overthrow the government, there is no need to gather in a public square. The demonstrators can work for a candidate or run themselves. Unfortunately, those who are part of this movement seem to have dismissed this option. The New York group has produced a manifesto of sorts, entitled a "Declaration of the Occupation of New York City." Among the grievances listed (which they helpfully note are not "all-inclusive") is "that no true democracy is attainable when the process is determined by economic power." So are we to conclude that since corporations control American politics, the best thing for us to do is to sit outside in a park and issue manifestos? Writing in the pages of CNN.com, Douglas Rushkoff chastises those of us who don't understand the point of all this, explaining that Occupy Wall Street is "the product of the decentralized networked-era culture, it is less about victory than sustainability. It is not about one-pointedness, but inclusion and groping toward consensus." Well, in the U.S., groups made up of disparate individuals "network" themselves together to make collective decisions all the time. We call it democracy. As for "victory" being exchanged for "sustainability," how is it that these are interchangeable nouns? Political processes tend to be ongoing and aimed at "sustainability." Congress does not just take a vote and then dissolve. "Victory," as Rushkoff terms it, is just a way of saying that we have reached a decision. It is probably not our first, and let's hope, not our last. And though it is not always pretty, President Barack Obama, U.S. House Speaker John Boehner and Majority Leader Harry Reid spend most of their time "groping toward consensus." They must do so, however, in the real world, where people disagree. But let's get back to that idea about democracy not being possible because corporations run everything. This feeling, I think, is at the root of the Occupy Wall Street movement. Now, no one is going to say that money doesn't play a role in politics. It always has, and it always will. What does this mean? Well, if you want to influence the nation's politics you have to raise money. So raise some money. In this sense, Rushkoff is right to talk about how, in a networked and wired world, politics is different. It is now much cheaper to get your message out. Where 20 years ago a candidate would have to raise hundreds or thousands of dollars to fund a mass mailing, voters are now just a mouse click away. Not enough money to buy traditional advertising? There is the Internet -- Facebook and Twitter, for example. Ron Paul, hardly a favorite of corporate America, has managed to use this new technology to raise several million dollars in just a day. Technology has leveled the political playing field. Still, as they say about the lottery, you have to be in it to win it. So if you want to change America, you have to get in the game. But here's the rub: Occupations and rallies are fun. Electoral politics is hard. The rules are complex, and so are the voters. A gathering in the street has a lot in common with a party. Running for office and working for a candidate is like a 9 to 5 job. And getting involved in the political process forces you out of your comfort zone. Instead of hanging out with a few hundred -- or a few thousand -- people who basically agree with you, you have to confront and perhaps persuade those who don't agree with you. In the process, however, you will learn more about democracy then you will at any teach-in.

So my suggestion to Occupy Wall Street and their affiliates throughout the country is to pay as much attention to their 15th Amendment right to vote as they do to their 1st Amendment right to peaceably assemble. In other words, get out of your sleeping bags and onto the ballot

Website: http://www.cnn.com/2011/10/08/opinion/scracic-occupy-wall-street/index.html 

Summary:

Many Americans have been staying in Zuccotti Park in New York City, protesting Wall Street. This article explains that the peaceful approach rather than occupying Wall St. would be to run for office (say the 435 seats of the House of Representatives that will be open or 33 seats in the Senate).  The New York group has produced a manifesto called a "Declaration of the Occupation of New York City." Among things listed (which they note are not "all-inclusive") is "that no true democracy is attainable when the process is determined by economic power." Douglas Rushkoff castigates those of us who don't understand the point of all this. He explains that Occupy Wall Street is "the product of the decentralized networked-era culture, it is less about victory than sustainability. It is not about one-pointedness, but inclusion and groping toward consensus." This article is extremely sarcastic and one-sided. It is very opinionated and I don’t believe it portrays much about what the American public really feels about the situation. He says that if you want to influence the nation's politics you have to raise money. So he tells them to raise some money. Considering the source, you’d think this article takes some bias out of its writing, but it is very one-sided and overly biased to the point that I could hardly believe it came from CNN. 
Local Article: 

By Harry Minium
The Virginian-Pilot
© October 17, 2011 

NORFOLK

Imagine a Halloween party featuring a goth costume fashion show, the screening of silent movies and attendants eating good food and drinking beer and wine in a cemetery where thousands of Norfolk residents lie in eternal rest. That's what a group of philanthropic and business leaders proposed to the city two months ago. Modeled after similar events in San Francisco, Denver and Boston, organizers proposed hosting their Halloween bash in a vacant portion of Elmwood Cemetery this Saturday. Proceeds would have been split between the Hope House, which provides care for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and the Friends of Norfolk's Historic Cemeteries, which could have used the money to spruce up Elmwood. "We had expected to clear more than $10,000," attorney Mike Imprevento said. Sinclair Communications, the Norfolk-based owner of several local radio stations, in August submitted an application to the city to hold its event. For nearly two months, it received no reply. Finally, after Imprevento spoke at a City Council meeting last Tuesday night to ask for a response, Sinclair officials got their answer: a resounding no. The reason: No alcohol can be served at any of the city's parks or cemeteries except for Town Point and Ocean View parks, Assistant City Manager Anne Odell said. "This is Norfolk," Councilman Paul R. Riddick, a funeral home owner, told Imprevento. "Just because they might do it someplace else where they might be a little more liberal doesn't mean we should do it here. "It would not be respectful to the people buried in these cemeteries." Imprevento said the Halloween celebration would have been held the evening after the city's From Here to Eternity 5-K Run, also being held at Elmwood. Not only would the event have raised money, it also would have heightened awareness of historic preservation of the city's deteriorating cemeteries, he said. The event would have been respectful and restrained, Imprevento promised, and no one would have been allowed to trample on graves. Twelve off-duty police officers would have been hired to maintain decorum. "We can't do it without alcohol," he said. "As a practical matter, that's what brings people in. It doesn't mean people are going to be swinging from the trees." Responded Riddick: "People should go drink a cold beer elsewhere." Norfolk runs eight graveyards, including Cedar Grove Cemetery, which opened in 1824 and holds the remains of many Civil War veterans, some of the city’s founding fathers, and thousands of victims of Norfolk’s Yellow Fever epidemics, including many in mass graves. Elmwood Cemetery, just south of Cedar Grove, opened in 1853. Forest Lawn, the city’s newest and largest cemetery, opened in 1906 and is between Wards Corner and Ocean View. More than 250,000 people are buried there. Kevin Murphy, who heads the Downtown Civic League, said the old cemeteries are crumbling. Although Murphy was not part of the group that attempted to put on the Halloween Party, he said: "This is the kind of event the city probably should embrace." Imprevento said Sinclair hopes to work with city officials to hold a celebration for historic cemetery preservation next Halloween. "Norfolk is broke," Imprevento said. "It's hard to get money to fix cemeteries. Most of the families have long since died. "Norfolk needs to look around. People look at something like this and say, 'This is cool, this is history.' It gets people interested."

Website: http://hamptonroads.com/2011/10/norfolk-lays-rest-proposal-cemetery-party 

Summary:

Modeled after similar events in San Francisco, Denver and Boston, organizers proposed hosting a Halloween party in a vacant portion of Elmwood Cemetery this Saturday. They decided that proceeds would have been split between the Hope House, which provides care for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and the Friends of Norfolk's Historic Cemeteries, which could have used the money to spruce up Elmwood. Apparently, they had expected to make more than $10,000.  Sinclair Communications submitted an application to the city to hold this event. They waited for 2 months before receiving a reply. Finally, after Imprevento spoke at a City Council meeting last Tuesday night to ask for a response, Sinclair officials got their answer: no. The reason given was that no alcohol can be served at any of the city's parks or cemeteries except for Town Point and Ocean View parks. "This is Norfolk," Councilman Paul R. Riddick told Imprevento. "Just because they might do it someplace else where they might be a little more liberal doesn't mean we should do it here”. It would not be respectful to the people buried in those cemeteries. "Norfolk is broke," Imprevento said. "It's hard to get money to fix cemeteries. Most of the families have long since died. "Norfolk needs to look around. People look at something like this and say, 'This is cool, this is history.' It gets people interested." This shows the conservative views of the City Council of Norfolk. This is important in understanding our local government. Considering the source, the writer of the article is probably slightly more liberal, which can be told by reading the article (slightly). 

WEEK FOUR

International Article: 

CNN) -- Thousands of women demonstrated Monday in front of Yemen's foreign ministry in the capital, Sanaa, demanding U.N. intervention in the ongoing unrest in the Persian Gulf nation, residents and eyewitnesses said. The protest comes a day after the first woman was killed in a demonstration against the government, according to opposition activists. The women called for sanctions against President Ali Abdullah Saleh and asked that he be tried by the International Criminal Court. They also alleged that snipers were on the rooftop of the foreign ministry Sunday. The protests came hours after gunfire and loud explosions reverberated throughout the capital early Monday. Medics in Change Square said at least four people were killed and another 26 injured after government forces raided parts of the capital. Another eight people died and 20 were injured in government raids on civilian property, said Abdulqawi al-Qaisi, a prominent opposition leader and head of the Sadeq Ahmar media office. "The death toll is expected to rise as a number of the injured are in critical condition," he said. According to eyewitnesses, government security forces clashed with tribesmen loyal to Hashid tribal leader Sadeq Al-Ahmar in the Hasabah neighborhood in northern Sanaa. Government forces attacked the tribal leader's family residences, al-Qaisi said. "The government attacks against innocent civilians and the Ahmar family continued for hours and hundreds of explosions were heard throughout the morning, causing fear throughout the capital," he said. Residents and witnesses also reported that the Republican Guard was bombarding the headquarters of the 1st Armored Division, loyal to Maj. Gen. Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar, who withdrew his support for Saleh in March. The embattled Saleh said Sunday that "strong documentation of the cooperation" between al Qaeda and the Muslim Brotherhood indicate a military coup that is destabilizing the country. He described the opposition as "insane people, who can't sleep and only want to take power." "The international community must stop Saleh from killing his own people," al-Qaisi said Monday. "If no intervention takes place, he will continue killing and the casualties will rise." On Sunday night, three people died in Sanaa when a rocket-propelled grenade hit bystanders, medics said. Earlier Sunday, Yemeni security forces opened fired on demonstrators gathering for a planned march in the capital, killing five people and injuring 54 others, according to a medic on the scene. In a separate demonstration in the city of Taiz, a government sniper killed a woman with a shot to the head, medics and eyewitnesses said. Medics identified the woman as Aziza Othman Kaleb. Snipers also injured four others who were next to the woman in the march, the sources said. Opposition activists said the slain woman was 20 and said she was the first female to be killed while marching against the government. CNN could not independently confirm that claim. Activist Atiaf Alwazir called the shooting of a woman "a sign that the government security forces will not really stop shooting, even if there are women." "Women may have been beaten, arrested at times -- but never directly shot at and this is a scary escalation," she said. The crackdown in Sanaa was also bloody, doctors said. "The injured are entering the hospital by the minute. We need help. We call on people to donate blood for the injured," said Mohammed Al-Qubati, who works at a field hospital in Change Square. Five of the wounded are in critical condition, he said from the square that has become the center of protests against Saleh. Protesters carried signs with slogans including: "Saleh kills and the world watches. Is this the justice the West preaches?" according to witnesses and activists. Others carried flowers or signs that said: "We are not armed, Don't attack us with gunfire," witnesses said Sunday. CNN has not independently confirmed the details of casualties in Sanaa or Taiz, and the government has not yet responded to requests for comment. Saleh, meeting Sunday with Yemeni leaders, said members of the U.N. Security Council don't understand the true picture in his country, the state news agency Saba reported. He also said those who participate in "heavily armed marches" are killing soldiers. "Are these peaceful acts?" he asked, according to the news agency. Last week, tens of thousands of protesters gathered in Sanaa, marching, chanting and calling for the United Nations to come out with a firm resolution in support for change in the country. For its part, the government said it is trying to come up with a solution to end the political stalemate. "The ruling party is serious on finding a solution to the political crisis from its roots to ensure they don't erupt in the future," said Tareq Shami, spokesman for the General People's Congress, the ruling party.

Website: http://www.cnn.com/2011/10/17/world/meast/yemen-unrest/index.html?hpt=wo_c1 
Summary:

Thousands of women demonstrated Monday in front of Yemen's foreign ministry in the capital, Sanaa, demanding U.N. intervention in the ongoing unrest in the Persian Gulf nation. This protest came a day after the first woman was killed (in a demonstration against the government). The women called for sanctions against President Ali Abdullah Saleh and asked that he be tried by the International Criminal Court. They also said that snipers were located on the rooftop of the foreign ministry on Sunday. The women’s protests came only hours before gunshots and explosions were heard throughout the capital early Monday. Medics said at least 4 people were killed and another 26 injured. Another eight people died and 20 were injured in government raids on civilian property. The Republican Guard was bombarding the headquarters of the 1st Armored Division, loyal to Maj. Gen. Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar, who withdrew his support for Saleh in March. The embattled Saleh said Sunday that "strong documentation of the cooperation" between al Qaeda and the Muslim Brotherhood indicate a military coup that is destabilizing the country. He described the opposition as "insane people, who can't sleep and only want to take power." "The international community must stop Saleh from killing his own people," al-Qaisi said Monday. "If no intervention takes place, he will continue killing and the casualties will rise." Activist Atiaf Alwazir called the shooting of a woman "a sign that the government security forces will not really stop shooting, even if there are women." "Women may have been beaten, arrested at times -- but never directly shot at and this is a scary escalation," she said. Protesters carried signs with slogans including: "Saleh kills and the world watches. Is this the justice the West preaches?". Others carried flowers or signs that said: "We are not armed, Don't attack us with gunfire". Members of the U.N. Security Council don't understand the true picture in his country. This is an extremely important event in the political world because it is crucial in keeping yet another Arab country together. Political upheaval in Yemen could be the demise of the rest of the Arab world. 
National Article: 

Trial delayed for former CIA officer accused of leaking secrets

By Jim Barnett, CNN

updated 5:25 PM EST, Mon October 17, 2011

STORY HIGHLIGHTS
· Jeffrey Sterling is facing charges including unauthorized disclosure of defense information

· He worked for the CIA from 1993 until 2002

· Jury selection has been postponed because of issues with witnesses

Washington (CNN) -- The trial for a former CIA officer charged with leaking classified defense information has been delayed just as jury selection was set to begin on Monday.

Jeffrey Sterling was charged in January with 10 felony counts, including unauthorized disclosure of national defense information, mail fraud and obstruction of justice. Sterling has pleaded not guilty.

Opening arguments were expected to begin this week in U.S. District Court in Alexandria, Virginia, after jury selection, but the trial was postponed on Monday after prosecutors said they intended to appeal the judge's decision to strike two witnesses, according to Peter Carr, spokesman for the U.S. attorney's office for the Eastern District of Virginia. No date has been set for the trial pending a ruling from the appeals court, which could take several months once an appeal is filed. Sterling worked for the CIA from 1993 to 2002, when he was fired, the Justice Department said. One of his assignments was working on a top-secret operational program related to the weapons capabilities of certain countries. The indictment alleges Sterling stole classified information and orally disclosed the contents to a reporter who was writing a book. The indictment does not name the reporter, but the case appears to match up with newspaper accounts about New York Times reporter James Risen, who was subpoenaed to testify about the sources for his book "State of War: The Secret History of the CIA and the Bush Administration." If Sterling is convicted when the trial begins, he would face up to 10 years in prison on each of the six charges of unauthorized disclosure and retention of national defense information. Penalties on the remaining counts would include a maximum 20 years in prison and fine of $250,000.

Website: http://www.cnn.com/2011/10/17/us/cia-officer-trial/index.html?hpt=us_c2
Summary:

Jeffrey sterling was charged in January with 10 felonies, including unauthorized disclosure of national defense information, mail fraud, and obstruction of justice. He has pleaded not guilty, and his trial has been delayed. He is a former CIA officer and the jury for his trial was selected and set to begin on Monday. Opening arguments were supposed to begin this week in Alexandria, but because of the postponed trial, this date will be extended. He worked for the CIA from 1993 to 2002, and he was fired. One of his assignments was working on a top-secret operational program related to the weapons capabilities of certain countries. The indictment alleges Sterling stole classified information and orally disclosed the contents to a reporter who was writing a book. If Sterling is convicted when the trial begins, he would face up to 10 years in prison on each of the six charges of unauthorized disclosure and retention of national defense information. Penalties on the remaining counts would include a maximum 20 years in prison and fine of $250,000. this article is important because it deals with means of national security of the U.S. the article is straight-to-the-point and factual, with a very minimal amount of bias detected while reading it, respect to the source (CNN). 

Local Article: 
