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When planning your project, you need to think about how each element relates to your main idea.  

Field of Study: Ethics and Belief Systems
Goal of your project: (include why your research/project is important to your field; how is it going to enhance you as an individual) The goal of this project is to understand how and why cults function successfully, especially in the digital age Answering these important questions will help many people including myself to avoid the negative influences of cults and cult-like organizations.
Potential Committee Members: (Who would help enhance your project?) 

Dr. Thomas Sugden, David Weiss, Kelly Walker, Joan Murray, Tracy Mills
Research Question: (What are you trying to prove, or contribute to your field?) 

How do cults manage to function and thrive in the digital age?

Action: (event, internship – where, why?) 
This project would culminate in an informative seminar that will help the community to understand the effects cults have on society as well as individuals as well as how they gain support in the modern age that is primarily dominated by scientific advancement. This event would most likely be held in a church or community center given that they are most likely to host seminar events.
Target Date: (when and why then?) I expect to have this event sometime around Spring break which would allow for a greater flexibility in planning the event.

Action’s Connectivity to Research: This event is connected to research through the study of various aspects of cults in modern society as well as examples of cults.
Beneficiaries: (Who, besides you, will benefit from your project?)
The group that would benefit most from this project would be families in the community because it is more likely that someone from that demographic will join a cult. 
Support: (What organizations might you seek out for support or to benefit?)
Due to the nature of my project, I will seek out the support of various religious organizations such as churches.
Publicity/Marketing: (How will you specifically market your event, or market yourself to get an internship?) 
In order to obtain maximum exposure, the event will be advertised through word of mouth, flyers, and emails.
Cost Analysis: (What do you specifically need to buy to make your action happen?  How much will it cost you?)
Producing flyers will have a varying cost based on the number of flyers needed. A deposit may need to be placed on the event location depending on where it is held, which again would vary based on where it is to be held.
Community Service Element: (In what additional ways will you contribute to your community?) 
Serving in a rehabilitation clinic for people who have been rescued from cults, I can take my project further than just an event.
Sustainability: 

This sort of event can be continued by another student the following year or adopted by an organization to help understand the workings of cults.
Reflection: 

I seek to educate the community about the inner workings and possible dangers of cults as well as dispel misconceptions held by the general population.
Instructor’s Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: __________________________

