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Introduction: 

A child’s behavior toward other people originates in the mind. In the early stages of life, one’s morals and values are shaped.  In a third world country like the Philippines, it is critical for children to have a solid foundation. In the field of ethics and beliefs systems, a psychological battle may improve living conditions as well as lifestyles. This project will enhance me by learning the causes of poverty, and the impact it has on society, specifically children in the Philippines. This project helps the major of ethics/ beliefs because it deals with the Christian perspective of missionary work. Missionary work is definitely tied to the field of study because their religious belief drives them to travel to across the globe. 
Research Question: How does Christian missionary work affect child relational skills in the village of Payatas (Philippines)?

Literature Review 



The Philippines is home to 12 million people. The major slums are held in metro Manila. There are four main poverty sites in the city. Smokey Mountain, Carmona, Payatas, and San Mateo mark critical dumpsites that have been in the recent news of the Philippines. Back in July 10, 2000, a major tragedy happened. A landslide of trash killed 218 people living in nearby homes, and left 300 families homeless. Health hazards in any of these locations continue to bring much concern to the media. The environment is no place safe for the people and clean water sources are often times not present in these sites. Even with laws protecting water sources, poor management over each site worsens the situation. The dangerous living conditions also mean the high chance of illnesses. Contamination of water, soil, and air equates to a toxic environment. Diseases like dysentery, typhoid, Hepatitis A, and other viruses fester around these communities. It is clear that the government does not effectively aid the dumpsites, but help comes when situations have turned into the tragedies.


Relocating residents becomes the solution to taking them out of the dumpsite, but only act as band-aids to the real problem. In the report of poverty in the Philippines, the media shows pictures of people searching for any trash that can be sold for money. Also, when reporters try to confront officials concerning the health of these sites, they are rejected and forced to leave. In this article from The Manila Times, many environmentalists conclude that these landfills ultimately need to be stopped.



In a study between psychology and theology, Karen Wrobbel analyzes psychosocial development, or the interrelation of social factors and individual thought and behavior. In her research of 292 participants, ages ranging from 23-69 years old, she used the Measure of Psychological Development and compared results with those from a control group. She concluded that the average scores for them were lower than the normal group. She did mention that those living 8years overseas scored higher than those living 4-8 years overseas. Also, if the child ever went back to the parents’ native land, they had higher scores. In this report of children, now adults, from missionary families did prove one main point. The “correlation between the missionary kid’s perception of their family (love, cohesion, and idealization) and psychosocial development were consistently significant.”

Literature Review: 



Through this extensive research back in 2007, the estimated 200 million, now much more, children under 5 years of age do not mature their reasoning skills. This research was done in various third-world countries and significantly shows three main factors. Poverty, unhealthy lifestyles, and lacking proper care equate to the underdevelopment of cognitive capabilities. With proper care and education, these kids can mature their understanding of subjects. Also, educated parents impacts society a it affects “fertility rates, child survival, health, nutrition, cognition, and education.” 


The UN established goals, which included an elimination of poverty and hunger, and the other, is to educate children. By attacking the poverty problem at the early stages can direct children to reaching their potential. Poverty connects with poor living conditions, but the issue can also affect the brain. Poverty correlates to the toxins in the air, which damages the brain and how it functions. However, acting properly and quickly can benefit the child tremendously. Children who do not develop their skills at a younger age become less educated and have poor logical connections. This also results in the child to become less productive. In the lasting effect, researchers can hope that by developing the child’s capabilities now, it will affect the next generation to come. However, this works both ways. If the child is trapped in poverty, then it is likely that his or her kids will be too. Intervention will prevent extreme poverty from spreading and provide opportunities for children to mature into adults.



In respect to the other countries in Asia, there are many accounts for the amount of missionaries coming from the Philippines. Historically, the 17th century marked missionary, San Lorenzo Ruiz, who stood for his faith when he arrived in Japan. In recent times, missionaries from the Philippines have set foot in places like China, Vietnam, Indonesia, and Papua New Guinea. Evangelism has grown in the Philippines and the importance in part of the culture becomes relevant to the countries around them. In attempt to increase missionary work, Pope John Paul II spoke in the Pontifical Society of the Philippines, and he encouraged more missionaries to travel across seas beyond the islands. He further notes that “Asia needs your help if it is to hear the Good News of Christ Crucified and risen. The Philippines has been able to send missionaries and evangelists in most countries of Asia and continues to do so. People who are part of the Pontifical Mission Society pray for a greater range of missionaries in the Philippines as well as other parts of Asia. 

Literature Review:



In recent times, countries across Southeast Asia have witnessed reductions in poverty. In comparing poverty to an economic standpoint, as the economy grows, poverty lessens. If this is true, personal assistance to the families would no longer the solution and all the work would place on the success of the economy. From the economist point of view, they define poverty in a statistical stance. “Absolute poverty is defined as the proportion of the population whose incomes or expenditures fall below a given threshold, the poverty line.” By defining poverty in this sense, economic growth can greatly reduce poverty. Many formulas have been created to understand this trend. However, poverty takes in account more than incomes but the environment. To increase industry would mean an increase in toxins in the atmosphere. One valuable point is to increase agricultural development. This is a more widely understood method to reduce poverty. In the past, economic viewpoints have been less taken into consideration. Furthermore, the results of the project support the fact that industry does not prevent poverty in Southeast Asia. 



With the poverty becoming a complex issue, the campaign from Nick Axford is ‘Listen to the children.’ In trying to understand the child’s perspective, his research includes an array of topics, including education, family life, consumption, and sexuality. He also writes that the ‘Turn to Jesus’ claim is not as simple of a solution to poverty as it sounds. Even in attempts to lessen poverty, there has been no real impact. He criticizes the aid provided by the United Nations and notes that even with programs offered today can be detrimental to the child. However, little about the child’s thoughts and concerns about the programs have been recorded. He drives home with the vital information a child can provide and understanding poverty through the voices of the children. By taking their voices seriously, it may open new doors for researchers to observe a new aspect of poverty. This dives deeper into the psychological thinking of these children. When a researcher values the child’s thoughts, the researcher can connect them to belief systems that the child may have. However, data can only be recognized with the consideration of knowing that children do lie sometimes or exaggerate certain details. Policies will not save kids, but by talking to them, researchers can connect the issue to a real face that needs help.

Literature Review:



Missionary, Don Kantel, experiments in Africa in hope to teach families about trade, job creation, and biblical foundation. In his findings in Mozambique, he discovered that by creating quality goods, a child can have an advantage through selling them across borders. By introducing trade, the exchange of these quality goods for services, the community benefits by the jobs it can create. This is one way to battle poverty. The project was also approved by David Bronkema, director of development programs at the School of Leadership and Development at Eastern University. The program includes developing a water system, adequate food supply, a church, a school, and a farm for the purposes of selling goods. However, there are cons to having a trading program in the village. For example, conflicts and environmental destruction can leave the culture helpless. With the right conditions, it can result in stable jobs. Since the geography plays an important role in the crops grown, Don believed that the chicken farm would best succeed in the his study in Mozambique. Joan Juma, a church planter, partnered with Kantel to grow the church in the village. Within six years, they were able to have ervices that can hold 1,000 people. Most of the growth was through bible school on Saturday mornings. Joan also sees the opportunity to link Christian belief with job training. 



President Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines believes that even though the economy may be stumbling, the people will continue to take a stand against poverty. With the collaboration of 189 countries, including the Philippines, future goals aim to “reduce poverty and hunger; reduce child mortality; bring universal primary education and gender equality…” by 2015. Although the government is facing much hardship, it has pushed the Philippines to rely more on its own resources. However, in this report with experts, she has stated that ‘we can’t do this alone… we need help from developed countries more than ever.’ Even with such relief programs to reduce hunger and poverty, it becomes an on-going progress. Fluctuation in food and fuel prices has affected mostly the poor. She continues to say that the biggest gain for the Philippines is the role of women. She emphasizes the importance of women’s rights even when the economic is unstable. Women’s voices open opportunities and insure that every person matters in a community. It does not pertain only to the Philippines, but the global perspective as well. Troubles may come, but President Macapagal-Arroyo remains optimistic in the face of turmoil. She believes that the poverty-reduction programs will continue and allow the Philippines to come together. On the other hand, she understands the condition of the economy and therefore, reaches out to other countries for help.

Literature Review:



For the War on Poverty, the Philippines have seen helpless efforts from the government and business leaders. Experts point toward the church to establish the impact the poor need. Compared to the United States, “wealth and power are even more unevenly divided.” It is the affluent that do not wish things to change. They continue to run their political position without regarding the voice of those in poverty. One idea is that the Philippines learn about forming a community that can organize to reach their local politics that will eventually reach the national ones. The poor may be able to start a revolution if they had the right resources. It just might be the hope in Christ that allows them to keep going. In the world of poverty, the “church carries the radical message that God is on the side of the poor and that the wealth of the world is for the good of all, not for private accumulation. “ The change that may spark a movement comes from the evangelistic aspect of Christianity. By reaching the people at a personal and genuine level, they motivate the poor to hold on to faith. The church loves the opportunity to aid the poor as it gains members and exercises their belief, but it also supplies the poor with resources. In return, they receive money as well as an understanding of the world and people that personally help them. By spending time with people in the poverty, it becomes important to understand they their voices are being heard. Therefore, there is a need for more church leaders to come and transform people from inside the community. It is through the personal aid, a physical and emotional presence that connects to the people, that really makes the difference. 



Payatas is literally a community on a trash mountain. Scavengers search through trash in hope to find any scraps to sell. Everyday, tons of trash are poured out throughout the Philippines, whether in dumpsites or in illegal areas. This type of work has no or little pay and is highly dangerous for anyone living in these conditions. However, this is the only survival strategy for children. As young as 5 years old, children are excluded from society and forced to live in a  hazardous wasteland. As a result, worm infections are high among these garbage dumps. Also, these children face respiratory problems, mercury poisoning, and HIV infections. It reaches a deeper infection as it shapes relational and social skills in terms of “self-esteem, employment chances (outside garbage picking), and even marriage prospects.” It reaches the psychological as well as the physical and financial levels. It definitely has traces of damaging child development. Women and children living in the dumpsite receive little income for hard work and face social exclusion. This becomes a global problem affecting many places in the developing countries. 

Research Design:


In doing any research, it is essential to list the key concepts as well as limitations of study. This project will include the definition of poverty and the connection to the culture. Also, missionary work is another aspect of my project as the independent variable. The project includes child development and the role of having a firm psychological foundation. This project combines all three concepts to fully comprehend and best answer the research question. 


However, due to the many factors within the research, limitations have been set to narrow the study. The location for the grounds of this project will be in Payatas, a specific region of the Philippines. Another limit includes the type of missionary work. The project will partner with a local Christian church, Life Church, which has an annual mission’s trip to Payatas. They hold a three-week trip, which includes grooming, donating of new clothes, and teaching biblical foundations. The final limitation is measuring only one factor of child development. This project will focus on child relational skills, rather than including the other countless factors. By pinpointing the research, the testing becomes easier. Missionaries travelling in summer 2012 will make note of changes in behavior. They may ask the child’s guardians to compare results with normal conditions. 

The real question is how do you measure relational skills? One route can observe the amount of time spent with friends. It could also note the amount of friends the child has. Another plan may simply count the number of smiles a child gives. Through these methods, one can value the research and data provided from this project. 

Action Plan:

The action plan is a combination of hosting an event and a T-shirt fundraiser. On event day, students and the community become informed with guest speakers, videos, and inspire people to take action. The fundraising portion leads up to event day. Students can pick their shirts at the event. This way, people will get informed to where their money is going to and the details of the missionary work. I want to raise funds, and donate 100% of the proceeds toward Life Church Missions. They have a great program where 100% of the money will be used to missionary work in the Philippines. None of it pays for personal expenses such as plane tickets or souvenirs. On the day of the event, past missionaries will present the experiences they had. I may have speakers from people actually going in summer 2012. Ultimately, the goal is to have the students do something about it, whether donating money or supplies. 
The action plan is related to field of study because the money is donated to mission’s work. Ethics and beliefs would improve through this project as it displays the importance of having a biblical foundation, which I predict it will better child relational skills and society.  The project raises awareness of poverty in the Philippines and gives aid to the people of Payatas. The money is spent directly on clothes, toys, and supplies for families.
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