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ABSTRACT



Christian missionary work impacts the lives of children in the Payatas community, located in the northern part of the Philippines. Payatas is one of the four largest dumpsite villages of the Philippines. By promoting biblical foundations, in theory, this impoverished society has learned relational skills. Furthermore, a child obtaining these skills equate to survival. The research has progressed through the following methods: interviews with missionaries, scholarly articles, and academic journals all pertaining to child development, poverty, and/or missionary work. This paper focuses on the dynamics of the Payatas community, impact of world missions, and development of child social skills. In introducing missionaries to Payatas, children will continue to interact more. They receive opportunities, such as education and careers, along with the showers, food, and clothes. Also, household and family roles improve due to missions. Families provide support and prove to be a key component in survival. At the core, missionaries establish a better self-image among the children from Payatas. Children smile more, trust, and genuine friendships. These would refer to significant changes to a community so isolated from the rest of the world and within each other. In essence, biblical foundations promote good morals and values. Isolation transforms into a motivated and hopeful community. This, through missionary work, children develop mindsets which improve their lifestyles. The research expands the studies of child relational skills, its importance, and the effects of missionary work around the world in combating poverty. 

Background


In the midst of debris and the fumes of smoke and human waste, begins the day for a five-year-old boy. He steps outside his home made out of scraps, and places his bare feet on the earth. The little boy does not think about school, or the fact that his father is missing. His one goal for the day, just like every day, is to search for food. He digs through the sea of trash, hoping to find any ounce of leftovers. Depression reigns heavily in the atmosphere as well as the stench of his unwashed clothes. His name is Marlon, and this is his story.

Considering that the world is full of corruption and human injustice, the impact of mankind has rewarding as well as destructive effects. As poverty rises in the world, apathy creates a lost generation stuck in a long lasting cycle. Antisocial children become antisocial adults and excluded by society. However, in regards to missionary work, children develop proper relational skills because they learn good behavior and a hope needed for survival. Missionaries provide biblical foundations and opportunities for school to springboard them toward a new and better lifestyle.


In respect of this research paper, limitations have narrowed the focus of this study. One limit pertains only to the community of Payatas. Moreover, the paper considers other studies of child development to help understand examples of social skills and the importance of having them. In theory, missionary work improves child social skills such as sharing, exchanging compliments, and establishing genuine friendships. Through research in relational skills, general poverty, structure of Payatas, and impact of missionary work, one can measure and discover significant improvements in the lives of these children. 
Relational Skills


Children, like Marlon, all have a unique way of thinking. Psychologists would agree that as a child develops, the countless factors take into effect. The way a child responds to an obstacle displays a small fraction of his character. In reference to the first civilization of the world, mankind is designed for community, for social gathering. By studying the “nature of social roles and institutions, and group processes,” mankind takes a step closer to discovering psychological growth (Damon, Eisenberg, and Lerner 26). Therefore, the way a person acts around other people explains identity, bonds, and even morals. Experts would agree that it starts at childhood. Despite the fact that much is learned in later years, the lessons learned as a child sets the foundation for the future (Lerner). This becomes important in explaining how the Payatas children view themselves as well as others. 

Initially, one should understand examples of good relational skills before going any further. Some examples include but not limited to, using polite words, sharing, asking for assistance, listening, and displaying respect. These skills contribute toward understanding friendship and interaction (Lerner). As research progresses, experts discover the change in behavior from a day-to-day basis. They also draw attention to the significant learning process during infancy and early childhood (Damon). Children obtain their social skills almost from day one. As infants, they rely on someone to feed them, change their diapers, and care for them. Furthermore, the ability to understand the child’s outlook starts with the understanding of family dynamics.

Family roles play a vital function in connecting relationship and establishing respect. Vice versa, the lack of family roles harms the child’s behavior. In the midst of divided homes and child neglect, these factors damage their social skills. If children came from abusive parents, then the effect can become just as detrimental, especially to those living in Payatas (Malpaya). Poverty simply cripples the minds of the youth even before having a chance toward survival. Learning how to cope independently due to family conflict all correlate to child development. By obtaining good relational skills, the children focus their attention on the future, rather than dwelling on the present. This is displayed through missionary work. (Carranza). Therefore, human interaction plays an essential role in the lives of Payatas because mankind cannot survive alone. 


Marlon lives only with his mother, who is unemployed. They live off the proceeds they make through selling recyclables for money. Even worst, the village is prone to landslides and heavy storms. People have been buried alive in trash due to the drastic weather. Back in July 10, 2000, a major tragedy happened. A landslide of trash killed 218 people living in nearby homes, and left 300 families homeless (Yust). Health hazards in the village continue to bring much concern to the media (Editorial). Environmental problems just add on to the pounding effect in addition to the lack of family structure. These unique factors all pertain to the lost, forgotten, and impoverished community of Payatas.

Poverty
As stated above, a child’s behavior toward other people originates in the mind. In the early stages of life, one’s morals and values are shaped (Damon).  In a third world country like the Philippines, it is critical for children to have a solid foundation. From a mental standpoint, psychological aid does improve living conditions as well as lifestyles. In the presence of crime and corruption, it is clear that poverty affects most parts of the world. Beyond the white-picket fence, the nine-to-five kind of job, and the two cars in the garage, lay men and women who survive day to day. Poverty is not just a third-world concept, but also a global issue. 

When combating against poverty, researchers look to marriage as one gateway to help. Married couples are able to reduce a child’s likelihood of being impoverished by 80% (Murphy). Marriage has proven to provide better living environments, as it displays structure in the family. With the help of missionaries, one targeted goal is improving relationships. In theory, if a missionary comes and teaches a family to set core beliefs, then they will live in such a way to improve their life. Thus, missionaries encourage positive social skills in children. Often times, parents are overlooked in poverty. However, this assumes that each child has parents who nurture and provide for their kid. In some cases, one or both parents abuse their kids, even going to the extreme of raping them (Malpaya). Other times, they are not even present.

Parenthood impacts the future generation. According to The Lancet, the world’s leading general medical journal, educated parents can influence a society as it affects “fertility rates, child survival, health, nutrition, cognition, and education (The Lancet)” It brings a totally new light on parenthood, as well as their role of establishing morals. Parents and children coming from poverty have a unique situation that differs from case to case. In Metro Manila, Payatas, along with Smokey Mountain, Carmona, and San Mateo, make up the four major poverty sites (Editorial), each different from the other. 
Poverty affects society globally because it interconnects with many facets of life. It deals with family, environment, economics, health, and community. Since it affects most aspects of life, by helping one part leaves many gaps in the equation. Through the filter of this research, the underlining target points to child relational skills. Children, just like any other humans, need a sense of community to survive. Antisocial children carry their character traits all the way to adulthood (Stephen). This is why isolation is so deadly as it leads to a road of depression. There is something inside each human being to have this desire for a sense of belonging (Carranza). Isolation continues to threaten the lives of these children. In “Children and Young People’s Worlds,” Nick Axford, Co-editor of the Journal of Children’s Services, values the voice of the children. If one should understand poverty, then hearing it from the children is a valid method. Mr. Axford explains that kids are likely to tell a deeper truth about what really goes on in their lives (Axford). What better way to understand child relational skills than actually discussing the topic with them? Intervention must happen now. Researchers believe that by learning the skills now, the children will pass it on to their children (The Lancet) and so on. By spending time with impoverish people; it becomes important that their voices are being heard (Murphy). This genuine and personal connection is vital in unveiling the true conditions of poverty. 
In addition to understanding the psychological need to help them, mankind should also be informed about the environment in which they live in. In Payatas, it is literally a community surrounding a trash mountain. The tons of trash equate to more infections, which means more widespread of diseases in the area. “Human and animal wastes fill the so-called streets (Carranza).” The smell of methane and burning garbage fill the air. Often, landslides, rather referred to as ‘trash-slides,’ are common, and many people have lost their lives (Alcazaren 48). In order to survive, one must live as a scavenger. Children are trained to search for leftovers in piles and piles garbage. Next, since most impoverished communities do not have proper filtration systems, clean water ceases to exist. The environment can kill physically as well as mentally. From a psychological standpoint, it can do a lot of damage to the brain (International). Families are prone to mercury poisoning and strange brain development. In some cases, poverty can even affect self-esteem. Since parents cannot support their kids financially, children and women face a social exclusion. This can be detrimental. For the War on Poverty, the Philippines accumulate little help from the government (Murphy). Much of the efforts in helping those trapped in poverty are not extensive. In simple terms, it is the affluent and elite that does not wish for things to change. They are comfortable with life, so the community continues to become marginalized. Nonetheless, with the right opportunities, children do not just survive through poverty, but rise above it. 
The foul aroma complemented the deserted sights. No school, hospital, or playground could have been found within eyesight of his village. Marlon clung on to his ragged old shirt. His hopeless situation left him quiet and reserved. His fellow peers were all on the same boat. The environment relentlessly attacked each family. He understood from day one that this was his life. School would only be a luxury compared to the number one goal- to survive. Isolated from society marks only one aspect, but within the community was more division. Mothers separated from spouses, children lived without their parents, and siblings have gone on their own pathways.
Although much effort has not been accounted for, missionaries have indeed grown in numbers in Asia. Recently, the countries in Southeast Asia have seen a reduction in extreme poverty (Peter). As missionaries arrive and help, they leave an impression of their faith with the people. For example, in effort to improve child relational skills, the child will need to define good child relational skills. When missionaries and other relief projects do stay for a longer period of time, then the results are fairly significant. According to Karen A. Wrobbel, director of the School of Education at Trinity International University, states “correlation between the missionary kid’s perception of their family (love, cohesion, and idealization) and psychosocial development were consistently significant” (Wrobbel) compared to non-missionary children. The psychological portion of the child’s life is greatly affected by the information he or she is given to obtain. One illustration displays the connection between the psychology and theology. Don Kantel, a respected missionary from Mozambique, improves the lives of impoverish children in Africa. He teaches families about trade, job creation, and a biblical foundation. Additionally, the village also gains a school, where education can be easily accessed. As students are becoming more educated, they are able to rationalized decisions. In combination with a church, they are also given an education in morals. Mr. Kantel’s project was approved by David Bronkema, director of development programs at the School of Leadership and Development at Eastern University (Soars). 
In Mr. Kantel’s case, specifically, his project developed a plan, not by creating a formula for solving poverty, but a case-by-case study that allowed insight about the ways he could help. Nonetheless, that type of project fails to arrive in the Philippines. The issues have worsened as the government rejects the needs of its people. 
The government of the Philippines has done little or none to relieve the situation. In a report with President Arroyo, she explains, “the Philippines will pick herself up (Editorial).”  However, this is not the case. Piles and piles of trash are poured out every day in the dumpsite. Payatas simply becomes a temporary stay for the community until government can relocate them. Essentially, these people act as human clutter placed on an office desk. They become fixed into a particular spot when needed, but the problem remains unsolved. The clutter does not disappear without proper storage and rethinking. Government cannot throw the problem away, but these papers are of highly importance. 
Although poverty continues to increase in the Philippines, there are people that feel the need to help. Since government has not supported any relief groups, these people have joined in with many organizations that work with the community (Philippines).  Relief groups play a vital role in aiding communities who live in poverty. These reliefs have the ability to improve the living conditions of families and children. 

Despite the lack of friends and food, a group halfway across the world arrived on an airplane in hope to change lives. “People came out of their homes. Everyone seems to look outside his or her window. It was a big deal that people took the time to see them (Carranza).” “There was a definite excitement among the children. They began to smile and enjoyed all the showers, clothes, food, and toys that came from America (Malpaya).” Children all over lined up as they became curious about what these foreigners had brought with them. Some parents stood shocked in unbelief or speculated something suspicious about the whole event. Marlon stood in line, waiting for his gifts. A little hesitant at first, but he knew that these people would give him clothes and put food in his stomach.

Payatas
In the northern part of the archipelago of the Philippines, lie Marlon and his family. On the edge of Quezon City, thousands of people live on top of a literal trash mountain, called Payatas. Statistically, the village gains ten thousand tons of trash every day (Yust). Scavengers hunt for scraps that they can resell or recycle any paper, plastic, and metal for money (Alcazaren 44). If the child does not search for scraps, there is the option of working in sweatshops, which they get paid around 40-50 pesos a day. In terms of U.S. currency, 44 Filipino pesos only equate to one dollar. Most of the children help their parents filter through the trash. Usually, a family has multiple kids, which make living even more difficult. Another observation notes that many of the children do not have parents present. “Parents have children at a very young age. Since they are too young and poor to support them, the children are abandoned and learn to defend for themselves (Carranza).”  

This form of isolation has left many individuals in Payatas helpless. They not only have to live without a job, education, or food, but also have to face it alone. This explains why the children have grown into disruptive and antisocial adults. They learn that trusting means vulnerability and regret. Thus, in Payatas, the children commonly live alone. 

Researchers have realized that “antisocial behavior have poor social functioning as adults and are at high risk of social exclusion (Stephen).” By not helping them in childhood affects the way these children grow up. Additionally, “families coming from poverty have higher rates in depression, anxiety, and antisocial behavior (Samaan).” The conditions are just right for a disaster to strike. In combination of poverty, lack of education, and the environment stun child development growth. The interesting part is that children in Payatas do not fully comprehend the fact that they live in poverty. It is the norm for them (Carranza). They have not experienced anything else other than the life they live. Their world lives without school, beds, or toys. These are innocent children who have not been given the chance because they never knew about it. Furthermore, a child who routinely steals food or hunts for scraps will grow up only knowing those actions. The cycle continues as they have children and their children have to search for food. 


Although the families have little in terms of necessities, the parents have big dreams for their children. In a survey of 91 families living in Payatas, 73 of them hope that their children receive an education, finish their study, earn a good job, and thrive in life (Sasaki).  From a former missionary, there was only one school remotely close to the dumpsite (Carranza). Their homes were filled with recyclables, hoping to gain some type of earning. “Payatas is its own world. No paved roads. Their homes were made out of metal scraps and the floors consisted of simply just dirt. The only thing living was the people (Carranza).” Government displays little help for Payatas as well (Murphy). This isolated area became forgotten and rejected from its country. The lack of information found on Payatas shows the reality of it all. In comparison to the other parts of the Philippines, some of the children are ashamed to say that they are from Payatas (Carranza). Isolation accounts for the way of thinking. It shows the lowest point of society, living in the depths of poverty. 


The need for belonging creates an opportunity for outside organizations to step in. Aside from relief groups, missionaries expand their beliefs to initiate a sense of family. These people introduce the culture of family and acceptance, a crucial role in every child. The unique structure of missionary work relates genuinely to society and transforms an alienated community like Payatas to one with closeness and fellowship.
Missions

Of the recent disasters of the world, earthquake in Haiti or the tsunami in Japan, thousands of people volunteered to donate supplies and the rebuild the cities. However, one church organization has made a direct impact by creating an organization that helps out at a daily level. Every Nation Ministries have made their mark in many parts of the world. Their headquarters are in the Philippines, which allow easy access to cater to the poverty needs. Missionaries differ from relief organizations, in that not only supply aid to change lifestyles, but rather “ingrain hope to survive (Carranza).” Evangelism becomes important because it integrates the spiritual and physical issues (Sherwood).

The ethical side of the coin illustrates that one cannot proclaim their faith and enforce it in society; however, a missionary has the definite right to display their faith through their actions. Alike, Every Nation Ministries implements this discovery of reaching out to the community. They create a special bond with the people, and gain their trust. In effect, they teach to cope with difficult situations, a very important skill not only for survival, but also in transformation of behavior. When psychologists neglect religion out of the equation, “they underestimate the powerful role religion can play in the coping process (Pargament).” Furthermore, any comprehension of human reaction remains incomplete without the value of religion. One expert explains, “The church carries the radical message that God is on the side of the poor (Murphy).” Through evangelism, communities begin to transform beginning with the children and seeping into their homes. 
Missionaries work hand-and-hand with society to aid the people, and also instill biblical beliefs. These biblical beliefs may have great speculation across borders, but psychologists alike can agree on the basic relational skills a child should acquire. By interpretation of the bible, one can discover some underlining truth for improving relational skills. 

From a biblical perspective, researchers have noted verses that touch upon some social skills. One reference includes Ephesians 4:29 “Don’t use foul or abusive language…” Foul or abusive language can mean using profanity, which can be considered harmless depending on point of view. However, it does not display good relational skills. Therefore, the bible teaches about politeness. Another verse, Matthew 7:12, states, “So whatever you wish that others do to you, do also to them.” In elementary lingo, treat others the way you want to be treated. Psychologists include politeness as a good social skill and display a positive self-worth (Lerner). For this very reason, children in poverty maintain a better understanding of themselves through missions. 

As Marlon moved towards the front of the line, his face began to light up like Christmas morning. He received a cold shower, a haircut, and a plate of spaghetti and friend chicken. He devoured every little bit that was given to him. Throughout the whole day, he followed around one of the missionaries, the youngest of the team. Clearly, the two faced a language barrier. It did not stop the communication among the two. Marlon gave his most convincing look, wanting more gifts from the missionary. Nonetheless, each child had the same attitude. Whether it is a bracelet or a hat, they wanted it. 

While poverty progresses in the world, the need for more and more world missions also increase. In attempt to increase missionary work, Pope John Paul II spoke in the Pontifical Society of the Philippines, and encouraged more missionaries to travel across seas beyond the islands. He further notes that “Asia needs your help if it is to hear the Good News of Christ Crucified and risen (Taking).”  While numbers attending the church have declined, missionaries have risen. Around the world, in parts of distress and despair, populations have held on to faith and spirituality in means of endurance. The places of hardships and struggles also tend to become centers of major religions (Pargament). The impact of missionary work can be vital in some places. Missionary works establishes communities while instilling hope for a better day. Without the addition of believing in God or in a higher being, impoverish people can only try to pick them up. 

Religion also plays an essential role in bringing identity to children, too. The bible has much to say about children, according to Karen-Marie Yust. Christianity notes themes like “the last shall be first” and the powerless are lifted up. In one passage of the bible, Jesus talks to his disciples about children. He says, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not only me, but the one who sent me.” Christianity values the heart of a child because they are God’s creations. Although treated less in most cultures, children’s opinions are just as important (Axford). In essence, the message preaches about reaching out to the sick, the broken, the fatherless, the widows, and the orphans (Yust). World missions attempt to put these messages into action. Christianity provides this strong will to help, not for selfish gain, but because God has planned it that way.

Christian missionary work becomes vital in communities like Payatas. “It brings these children Jesus. With that, it brings them hope to come out of the poverty cycle (Carranza).” Missionary work teaches children how to interact and build healthy relationships. They not only provide food, school supplies, and clothes. Those material things perish and eventually come to waste. Missionaries present morals and lessons that last for a lifetime (Lerner). Through Every Nation, children received scholarships, putting them into schools and actually maintaining an education. They have created more smiles and provided support to thrive in life. These organizations gave the Payatas children a chance to become educated. With that, they placed them in environments where they can learn to socially interact with each other, especially in poverty. These children have become transformed through missionary work.

Conclusion

Within this field of study, one can conclude that good relational skills enable children to value themselves and the people around them. The importance of this concept means that they are given a chance for survival, especially on the edge of poverty. Although poverty constricts child development, the hope lies in those who willingly reach out to the community. In terms of Payatas, Every Nation Ministries along with Life Church have improved the lives of these people socially. By evaluating the outcomes and witnessing the changes in the children, research has supported missionary work done in the Philippines.

Proper child development showcases a better self-image, the use of good social skills, and thinking through problematic situations. Through the biblical teachings of community and hope, Christian missionary work demonstrates a positive effect in Payatas. Without missionary work, these children only survive to live off the trash. Socially, they are isolated by the government as well as within their own families. While others reject them, missionaries choose to accept them. Therefore, missionary work opens the door for interaction and creation of healthy relationships that they need. A community on the edge of survival has transformed from isolation into motivation. They improve their social skills and learn to survive together for a greater purpose. By encouraging hope and education means a better life down the line. Missionaries watch how the forgotten generation of Payatas gains the courage to socially interact, and learn to thrive, not just survive. 
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