 “To what extent do multiple translations of the Bible affect the unity of the Christian church?” A question stemming from this includes “with things in the Bible lost in translation, how did/does it affect Christ’s church, and ultimately, the world?” The underlying question is important to research because of so many sects of Christianity in this day in age. Christ called His people to become members of one body of Christ, and the multiple translations of the Bible left room for different interpretations leading to the separation of the church. Christ called us to be of the same mind, to maintain the same love, to become united in spirit, and be intent on one purpose, and the separation of His established church is disobeying His command. It is important to understand the underlying languages behind Christ’s words, behind the words of the prophets and the Gospel writers, so that we may understand them for what they were meant to be. Then, we can unify ourselves within one group of Christians as the Church of Christ, fully understanding Christ’s desires for us. With these understandings, we can come to love one another and desire unity with one another in the same way that Christ desired unity originally in His established church.  Many biblical scholars and theologians have spent decades reading into the Gospel working to ‘prove’ to other denominations that his/her belief is the real truth. What needs to be understood amongst these people as well as Christians of everyday life, is that the Word is the real truth, and the only way these theologians or biblical scholars or lay people may work to understand that truth for what it was meant to mean, is by working to understand the original texts of the Bible and each translation; the fundamentals behind the beliefs. 


The Bible has been translated into 2,018 languages, with more partial translations of other languages and audio translations for unwritten languages. http://bibleresources.bible.com/afacts.php Just in the English language alone, the Bible has been translated into over 500 different versions.  http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/English_Translations.htm Knowing this, we can now discuss the original languages of the Bible, and the interpretations of these languages into the 2,018 languages it has been translated to up to today. The main languages of the Bible are Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic. The original manuscripts and texts of the bible were written in these languages. The Old Testament consisting of 46 for Orthodox Christians and Roman Catholics and 39 books for all other Christian denominations was written in Hebrew. These books generally talk about Jewish law and tradition in association with the Jewish people. Because the Jewish people spoke Hebrew and these books were written for them, and because those who wrote them spoke Hebrew, they were written in Hebrew. http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/English_Translations.htm Until 130 B.C, the language of the Old Testament was not referred to as Hebrew. The Old Testament referred to its own language as the “language of Canaan” (Isaiah 19:18) and the “Jews’ language” (2 Kings 18:26, 28; Nehemiah 13:24; Isaiah 36:11). All of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew, except for these verses: Genesis 31:47, Jeremiah 10:11, Ezra 4:8-6:18 and 7:12-26, and Daniel 2:4-7:28, which were written in Aramaic.  Both the Aramaic and Hebrew of the Old Testament are Semitic languages (after the name of Shem, Noah’s oldest son). They are both part of a northwestern group of these languages spoken mainly Lebanon, Syria, and Israel. http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/200-languages-of-the-bible The New Testament was written in Greek. The Apostle Paul wrote 14 of the books in the New Testament (over half of the New Testament). The language he spoke was Greek, therefore that was the language he used to write with.
I. The Bible itself

a. Who wrote what 

b. Assembly of the Bible

Originally 46 books made up the Old Testament, before the Protestant church changed the Old Testament from the Catholic canon to the Jewish canon. After the change, the Old Testament for all other Christian denominations except for Roman Catholicism and Orthodox Christianity contained 39 books. For the purpose of this observational study, the books of the Old Testament will be referred to as 46 rather than 39, due to the originality of all 46 books before the bible was again changed by Christians. The 46 books of the Old Testament in order are as follows: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel,                 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Tobit, Judith, Esther,  1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Wisdom, Sirach, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Baruch, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. The first 5 books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) are known as the Pentateuch. The Pentateuch was written by Moses. After the books written by Moses comes Joshua, written by Joshua himself, as well as a few eyewitnesses. Evidence that others wrote Joshua has relied upon the tradition that the Jews have believed as long as this book has existed, that Joshua himself wrote it. In conjunction with this, the book of Joshua states “And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD.” (Joshua 24:26). Written in the first person perspective, this suggests that Joshua was written partially by a few eyewitnesses, although the actual text of Joshua states that Joshua himself had written it. http://www.baptist.org/who-wrote-joshua/ The book of Judges is believed to be written by Samuel as well as the two books of Samuel, although some believe that Isaiah had written them. They are not really known for sure, although what is known is that the book of Judges was put into its form as we know it today by an unknown person of the Deuteronomy School at some point during the Israelite monarchy. Ruth was probably written sometime within 1000-800 B.C, although its author is unknown as well. An unknown author wrote both books of Kings as well as the Chronicles, but they are known to be written by a Levite cantor and scribe at the time after the return to Jerusalem around 400 B.C. Ezra and Nehemiah were written by scribes drawing information from their memoirs. Tobit is written in second century B.C, although the exact date and author is unknown. Continuing the Old Testament theme, all of these were written in Hebrew (later translated into Greek, and then into many other languages), with the exception of the few verses of Genesis, Jeremiah, Ezra and Daniel in Aramaic. Ezra and Nehemiah were written mostly by the same person. In the book of Nehemiah, Nehemiah speaks as the narrator. The books of Esther and Job also have unknown authors. The majority (with a few exceptions) of the Psalms was written by King David, and the Proverbs were written by Solomon, who also wrote Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs. The prophets wrote their own books (bearing their own names). All in all, these books were written in Hebrew, to be understood by the Jewish people (whose language was Hebrew).  My Bible 
For the New Testament books, again, the four gospels were written by the four Evangelists and Acts was written by Luke. Paul wrote most of the so called Epistles, such as Romans, 1st and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1st and 2nd Thessalonians, 1st and 2nd Timothy, Titus and Philemon. The Apostle Paul likely also wrote the book of Hebrews, although some scholars would contest his authorship of that book.

The Apostle Peter wrote his two epistles. The Apostle John, besides one of the gospels, wrote his three epistles plus Revelation and Jude was written by Jude, who was one of Jesus' brothers.
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